from many of the nobility, and some of the gentry, which was
well payd for love or fere of his raling in verse or prose, or
boeth. My Lord of Winton told me, he told him he was (in
his long retyrement and sickness, when he saw him, which was
often) much afflickted that hee had profain'd the scripture in
his playes ; and lamented it with horror; yet, that at that time
of his long retyrement, his pentions (so much as came yn) was
given to a woman that governed him, with whom he llvd and
dyed nere the Abie in West minister; and that nether he nor
she tooke much care for next weike, and wood be sure not to
want wine; of which he usually tooke too much before he went
to bed, if not oftner and soner. My Lord tells me he knowes
not, but thinks he was borne in Westminster. So much for
brave Ben,
When B. J. was dyeing King Charles sent him but x pounds.
He lies buryed in the north aisle in the path of square stone
(the rest is Lozenge) opposite to the Scutcheon of Robertus
de Ros, with this Inscription only on him, in a pavement square
of blew marble, about 14 inches square,
O RARE BENN JOHNSON
which was donne at the charge of Jack Young, afterwards
knighted, who, walking there when the grave was covering,
gave the fellow eighteen pence to cutt it.